
people in the know, to be the finest chapter 
in all of IPSSA.  
David was one of the founding members of 
the Region 7 picnic. It was his enthusiasm 
and vision that brought about the formation 
of a gathering of the San Diego region’s 
pool professionals and their families to 
enjoy a day of fun, food and recreation 
during the August month. In the early days, 
David provided all of the food coming off 
the grill. He would stand behind said grill, 
cooking for everyone, making sure 
everyone was well fed. There was always 
a smile on his face and a good joke or a 
good comeback to a comment thrown his 
way. Laughter was part of his daily 
vocabulary.  
On August 22nd, 2009, a memorial service 
was held to celebrate David Courey’s life 
in La Jolla, California. Nearly five hundred 
people attended the ceremony. A true 
testament to how David lived his life was 
shown by the overwhelming outpouring of 
emotion by those who attended. Memorial 
speakers spoke of how David dedicated 
himself to his family, his friends, his 
church, his business, and community 
organizations. The presiding minister 
reminded us that “David was a good man, 
a really good man.”  
And that he was. How many of you will 
have five hundred people show up at your 
funeral? 
Live your life well.  
Do your best whether or not anyone is 
watching.            Cheers, Mark    

September General Meeting 
 This Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM the 
San Diego chapter will hold its monthly 
general meeting. B.K. Taylor award 
nominations will be accepted and read 
before the membership. After which a vote 
will take place and a winner will be 
announced. The winner will receive 
$500.00 and will be presented with the gift 
at the October general meeting. The 
winning B.K. Taylor recipient will be in the 
running for the Region 7 B.K. Taylor 
award. The Region 7 award will be 
decided on Wednesday, September 23rd, 
one week after our general meeting. 
 In addition, there will be guest speakers 
and other important information discussed. 
See you there.   

TheSkimmer 
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October General Meeting 
Mandatory 

A reminder to all members, on 
Wednesday, October 21st, the San 
Diego chapter will hold its annual 
mandatory general meeting. This 
year elections will take place for a 
new President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. In 
addition, the new chapter directory 
will be published at the end of the 
year and distributed to all members 
and chapter supporters in January. 
Therefore a photographer will be at 
the meeting to photograph 
members and supporters for the 
new directory. If you want to 
update your photo or you are not 
happy with the current picture, 
please arrive at 6:30 PM to help 
expedite the process. All members 
and chapter supporters will be 
asked to verify all contact 
information to make sure the two 
year directory has accurate 
information. Due to the large 
number of attending members and 
supporters, please arrive early to 
help expedite the lengthy check-in 
process. We will need extra 
greeters to help with the check-in 
tables so we can start the meeting 
on time. Members who fail to 
attend will be fined the standard 
$150.00. See you there. 

Special Board Meeting 
This Wednesday 

 Immediately following the 
September general meeting a 
board meeting will be held to 
discuss and possibly decide what 
the chapter is going to do for David 
Courey’s family. The meeting will 
be run by the current President, 
attended by the current board, past 
Presidents, past board members, 
current and past committee 
chairmen, and any member who is 
interested in observing and/or 
giving input. 
 
 

Next General Meeting 

September 16, 2009 

Mission Valley Resort 

875 Hotel Circle So. 

 

President’s Message 
Remembering David Courey 

     We found his passing to be difficult, 
difficult to understand, difficult to 
rationalize, and difficult to accept. We all 
thought he would win his battle with 
leukemia. Every time we spoke with him, 
he insisted he was making progress. The 
conversations were always positive, the 
doctors’ reports were encouraging, yet 
there was always an underlying sense of 
uncertainty. It was a roller coaster ride of 
good news with a positive future and 
then a sudden spate of bad news of 
unexpected test results. This went on for 
a year and the San Diego pool industry 
held its collective breath, prayed for 
David’s recovery, and hoped for the best. 
It didn’t turn out the way we had hoped. 
 David Courey passed away on 
August 8th, 2009. He leaves behind 
Julie, a loving wife, Jackson his son, and 
Adrienne his daughter. He was a devoted 
husband and father. He set up his office 
in his home so he could be involved with 
his family’s day to day life. He never 
missed his children’s youth activities 
because his family came first before his 
business. Yet, his business flourished. 
Why? Because he loved what he did, he 
stood behind his work, he was a man of 
his word, and his enthusiasm for life was 
contagious. He was a man of integrity. 
 David left the restaurant business and 
became involved in the pool industry in 
the early 1990’s with American 
Chemtech. In 1993, he started his own 
company, Pool Surfacing 2000, and 
made an immediate and long lasting 
impact with the San Diego pool/spa 
community. David’s involvement with 
IPSSA goes back nearly 20 years. As a 
chapter supporter, his attendance at the 
San Diego chapter’s general meetings is 
legendary. David attended more 
meetings than most if not all of the 
chapter’s members. He involved himself 
with every activity that the San Diego 
chapter participated in, from the MS 
walk, to the chapter’s Blood Drive, to the 
Child Safety and Drowning Prevention 
committee. He inspired many members 
of the San Diego IPSSA chapter, a 
chapter that is considered by most 



 

IPSSA San Diego – Chapter Supporters (Updated 9/10/09)  *Local Representative 
Contact Company Phone 
Gabriel Gurmilan 
 

Abcana Industries -  Abcanaindustries.com 
Wholesale Pool Chemicals - Pickup & Delivery 

619-444-9900, 619-654-6724 cell
619-444-9804 fax 

Leigh O’Brien 
 

Advantis Technologies – advantistech.com - poolspacare.com 
Applied Biochemists, Blue Devil Chemicals 

949-366-2153, 949-584-5220 cell

Eric Svensson 
 

Alternative Pool Systems, Inc. 
Install/Repair/Service Automatic Pool Covers  

619 445 9798 

Scott Coll Aqual Azul Pool Tiling – aquaazulpooltiling.com 
Glass tiling, remodeling, coping 

619-490-9253 
scottbcall@gmail.com 

Kenan Sachs 
 

American Leak Detection - americanleakdetection.com 
Electronic Leak Detection & Repair 

619-233-5325 
888-368-5325 fax 

Lori Brumagen 
Derek Dalto* 

BIODEX –   bio-dex.com     lori@bio-dex.com 
Superior Line of Pool and Spa Chemical Products 

800-617-3477, 623-512-1831cell
619-565-5130 Derek 

Tony Ruf 
 

BriteTile Pool/Spa Remodeling - britetile.com 
Calcium removal, tile, deck-o-seal 

619-260-1896 
rruf@san.rr.com 

Bill Closson Equity thru Energy – controlledenergysavings.com 
Energy Management 

858-549-0965 
877-352-0606 

Jessica Marshall 
 

Superior Creations, Inc.. – superiorswimmingpools.com  
Custom Pool and Spa Designs and Construction 

619-445-4362 
619-729-9303 Cell 

Tom Cox 
 

Gardner Pool Plastering– gardnerpoolplastering.com 
Quality  Plastering/Remodels since 1969 

619-593-8880, 619-593-8886 fax
tomc@gardnerpoolplastering.com 

Scott Ragsdale 
 

Hasa, Inc.  -  Hasapool.com  
Manufactures liquid chlorine, distributes dry/specialty chemicals 

661-259-5848, 951-634-1209 cell

Alejandro Pinnick 
 

Hybrid Pumps apinnick@hybridpumps.com 
Energy efficient pumps and pump retrofit system 

760-717-5093, 619-252-2849 cell
760-233-5097 fax 

Tom Gharib JNR Pool Plastering, Inc.    
Pool and Spa remodeling, Coping, Tile, Concrete, Plaster 

619-466-6571, 619-698-4745 Fax
619-654-4175 Cell 

Don Bowlin 
Derek Meere* 

Kid Safe Pool 
Safety Fences, Covers, Products 

800-921-9681, 949-633-4292 
858-205-7737Derek 

Michael Mamula 
Ed Mumford* 

Leak Detection USA – leakdetectionusa.com. Leak 
detection/repair for pools/spas/ponds–comc.l/resd.  

800-652-9062 
ed@leakdetectionusa.com 

Justin Robinett Leak Terminators 
Leak Detection  

619-563-7585 
 

Regina Rakowski 
 

Nelsonite  nelsonitepoolanddeck.com 
Easy and Affordable, Quality Pool & Deck Coatings  

760-828-6169 cell 
rrakowski@ellispaint.com 

Tracy Thornburg 
Mike Gray* 

Thornburg Enterprises Manf.Rep. for Orenda Technologies 
chemical products. – algae, stain, and phosphate control. 

623-809-0064 Phone/FAX 
909-915-0020 Mike 

Don Wall 
 

The Pool Doctor  sdpooldoctor.com 
Construction, Renovation, Remodel, Repair 

619-445-4977, 619-445-4345 fax
Dwall0001@aol.com 

John Moss 
 

Poolsafe Cover Systems poolsafe.com 
Service All Systems, Replacement, portable fences 

760-580-4640 
 

Mary Ann  
      Downing 

Pool Safety Solutions  Pool safety education, Pool Safety 
Fending, Pool Safety Nets - Katchakid 

858-603-2260 

Kirk Chapman 
 

Poolscape Unlimited  Poolscapeunlimited.com 
Pool plastering - Complete Pool & Spa Renovations 

619-561-0555, 619-561-1633 fax
kirk@poolscapeunlimted.com 

Chuck Conti Zodiak Pool Systems, Inc. -  .zodiacpoolcare.com 
Baracuda, Jandy, Nature2 & Polaris brand products 

760-908-5125 

Jeff Belgau 
 

Pool Surfacing 2000 -  poolsurfacing2000.com  
Fiberglass and Fleck stone Specialist 

619-590-1420, 619-590-1469 fax 
Info@poolsurfacing2000.com 

Mark Larimer 
 

Save Water -  savewatersd.com   savewatersd@cox.net 
Mobile Pool Filtration 

619-402-0521 
619-328-9099 Cell 

Brandon Chase SunChaser, Inc.  
Solar and Water Heating Specialist 

619-390-5287 
sunchaserinc@cox.net 

Roy Heine 
Lori Bloom* 

Suntrek Solar -  suntreksolar.com  
Thermal-Solar Pool & Hot water heaters, Photovoltaic systems 

800-292-7648,949-795-8720 cell
760-891-9092, 760-317-6722 cell

Kevin Wallace Underwater Unlimited 
Rust spots, Rebar, Cracks, Drain replacement 

800-247-8393, 760-632-1822 

Peter Gozdeck 
 

3 Step Billing  3stepbilling.com 
Your Paperwork Alternative – Fax, Bill, Bank 

619-339-7622 
peter@3stepbilling.com 

Samantha Larimer 
Luke Weiser 

Weiser Pools, Inc. - Repairs, Installations,  
Heating and Automated Control Specialists 

619-440-2480, 619-579-5396 fax
weiserpools@cox.net 
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IPSSA – San Diego Chapter -  www.ipssasandiego.com 
 
 

President  Mark Curran  619-579-1720 PO BOX 9944, San Diego CA 92169     
Vice President  Philip Gardiner 619-449-6345 302 Brookstone Pl. Santee CA 92071   
Treasurer  Jim Bauer   619-997-7710 7108 Bobhird Dr., San Diego CA 92119        
Secretary  James Morketter 619-708-4972 4784 Soria Dr., San Diego CA 92115 
Past President  Mike Gregg  619-224-3863 944 Moana Dr., San Diego CA 92106    
    

Sick Leave Jim Hines  619-843-5884     Sick Leave        Ron Baker         619-540-2275 
  Perry Mediate 619-463-0097      (Cont’d)              Ron Magnant    858-586-1188             
Continuing Education Brian Davis 858-688-3084                                Terry Wehrly    619-462-8745  
  Stephen Heyer  619-563-6566  
Manufacture Rebate  Jon McArthur  619-464-0211 
Insurance Bob Fowler  619-464-6400            
New Members Bill Peck 858-673-8556      
Entertainment   Jim Holmes  619-518-2776 
                                    Michael Lewis  619-261-1048 
Product Testing Patrick Farrior  619-465-9545 
   Dale Eppard 858-571-1177 
Sfty/Drowning Prevnt John Silcox  858-467-0507 
Blood Drive James Morketter 619-708-4972 
Website & Skimmer Paul Grimes 619-518-4983 
Region7 Director Chuck Gough 760 434-7623 
 
 

Board of Officers

Committee Representatives 

IPSSA Corporate                  888-360-9505
Info.  Vickie Lester               888-368-0432 FAX 
10842 Noel St #107, Los Alamitos CA 90720-2582 
 
Billing - Cramer & Associates 
PO BOX 1617                         888-391-6012 
Rocklin CA 95677                  888-391-6203FAX 
Arrow Insurance                   800-833-3433  
Ray Arousty                           805-955-9555 
                                   805-955-9535 FAX 
40 W. Cochran Street #112 Simi Valley CA 93065 

No Time for Equipment Repairs? 
Unfamiliar with Heaters, Controllers 

or Variable Speed Pumps? 
 

One phone call keeps your customers happy 
and leaves you free to maintain your route. 

 
ACS does not service pools and concentrates 

only on equipment repairs. 
 

• Over 30 Years of Experience 
• Paid Referrals or You Bill Customer 

 
  Call Gary Sevigny for help with the  

       smallest pump seal job, more complex 
   equipment installation, or adding  

   automation.  ACS does it all! 
 

       ACS Pools 
          Contractors Lic#481515 

          E-mail- info@acspools.com 
       (858) 486-9220 

 

        
Looking for someone to install or repair your 

customers’ pool solar system? 
SunChaser, Inc. can help you. 
 Service and repair all brands 
 Install new systems 
 Troubleshooting 
 Equipment installation (including 

variable speed pumps) and 
automation 

 Referral fees paid 
 Dedicated to providing your 

customers with quality service 
 Also install domestic hot water and 

photovoltaic systems 

Call Brandon Chase, President 
(619) 390-5287 

e-mail: sunchaserinc@cox.net 
Contractor’s Lic. #749795 

 



 

General Meeting Minutes 
August 19, 2009 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
 

Call to order 8:05 PM  
Greeters recognized. 
Entertainment co-chairs Mike 

Lewis and Jim Holmes recognized for 
organizing the dinner. 

July Board meeting minutes were 
approved by the President due to the 
fact that there were no questions or 
concerns. 

Ernie Hale and Afshin Darandeh 
were voted in as new members. 

Region 7 Director Chuck Gough 
presented Paul Grimes with a  plaque 
honoring Paul as the 2008 B.K. Taylor 
Award winner. 

Raffle:  No winner for the $50, it 
will roll over to the next meeting in 
September. 

Jim Bradbury won 50# of tabs 
from Superior Pool Products 

Mike Van Meegeren won a $50 
gas card from SCP San Diego. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:15 PM  
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
September 2, 2009 

 
Jim Bauer, Phil Gardiner, Paul Grimes. 
Mike Gregg, Gary Roberts, Mark 
Curran, 
James Morketter 

Call to order:  7:15 PM 
Gary Roberts gave us the current 

status of confirmed and potential 
advertisers for our 2010-2011 photo 
directory.   

Fines- We reviewed the status of 
unpaid fines due by our members.  
After review, one member’s Yellow 
Card violation fine was removed.   

We agreed to double the existing 
fines on three of our members who did 
not attend a meeting in 2Q 2009, and 
have not yet paid the current fine.   

Another member will have his fine 
doubled for failure to turn in a Blue 
Card by the due date. 

We discussed possible nominees 
for the B.K. Taylor award 

Phil Gardiner announced that John 
Rodriguez, Lori Brumagen, Mark 
Larimier and Luke Weiser are possible 
speakers at our September meeting. 

At our October mandatory 
meeting, we will have a photographer 
taking pictures for our photo directory.  
The photographer will start taking 
pictures at 6:15 PM. 

We discussed the upcoming 

chapter elections and exchanged 
ideas for who should be recognized for 
service to our chapter during the past 
year. 

We also discussed ideas for a 
suitable way to honor David Courey at 
the October meeting.   

Meeting adjourned 9:45 PM.  
 

Prospective Member Report 
    At the August general meeting we 
voted in two new members:  Afshin 
Darandeh, Executive Pool Service and 
Ernie Hale, Ernie's Pool Service.  
Afshin's membership started Sept 1st.  
Due to an unexpected paperwork 
glitch Ernie's membership will not start 
until Oct. 1st. 
    No one is actively pursuing 
membership at the moment.  We have 
maybe three guys who started but got 
too busy so when things cool off 
maybe they will resume. 
 

BILLING PROCEDURES: 
Dues invoices will be issued on the 
20th of the preceding month. If a dues 
payment is not received in the financial 
office by the 15th of the month, a $25 
fine will be assessed to that member 
and a ten-day notice will be mailed 
that membership and insurance will be 
cancelled if dues are not paid by the 
last day of that month. If the dues 
payment is postmarked on or before 
the 10th of the month, the $25 fine will 
be reversed. In addition, the Financial 
Office has the authority to waive one 
late fee per calendar year per 
member.  
 Bill Peck 
 

Note on PoolServicePros.com. 
Hopefully you all know that we 

have a referral website where your 
company is listed for Pool Service and 
Repair based on the Zip Codes you 
circled on your current Blue Card.   

Many members have told me they 
get phone calls and have gained 
accounts from this site.   

The site is optional and if you are 
not looking for new business at all or 
are looking to leave certain Zip Codes 
you serve, please contact Paul Grimes 
and he’ll update your information. 

The goal of Pool Service Pros.com 
is to offer the public up-to-date listings 
of our member/ professionals who are 
actively looking for new clients.  If the 
Zip Codes are wrong or you’re not 
interested in new business, then the 
value of the site is diminished.  

Paul Grimes 
    

 
9/16 General Meeting 7pm    
   Mission Valley Resort 
   875 Hotel Circle North   
9/19, Blood Drive 8 am 
   Antique Row Café,   
   Lemon Grove        
   3521 Lemon Grove Av   
9/23 Region 7 Board Meeting 7 pm 
    SCP Conference Room  
    5648 Copley Dr 858-467-9495 
10/1-3 Pool Industry Expo 
     Monterey CA 
10/7 Chapter Board 7 pm  
   Kensington Grill  
10/21 General Meeting 7pm    
   Mandatory Meeting 
   Mission Valley Resort 
   875 Hotel Circle North   
11/10-11 Western Pool/Spa Show     
    ‘Xtreme Education’ 
     Long Beach Conv. Center 
     www.westernshow.com 
Future Board Meetings: 
10/7, 11/4, 12/2   
Future General Meetings: 
9/16, 10/21 Mandatory, 11/18 
Future R7 Board Meetings: 
   (All 7pm SCP): 9/23, 12/16 

Mary Ann Downing and daughter 
Michaela are raising money in the 

Swim for Life Foundation Mile Ocean 
Swim 

Please support us and donate to the 
Swim for Life Foundation drowning 

prevention education program. 
Thanks! 

My daughter, Michaela and I will be 
swimming a mile in the ocean on Sun. 
Sept 20, to raise money for the Swim for 
Life Foundation's drowning prevention 
efforts. The Swim for Life Foundation is 
the key sponsor of the National Drowning 
Prevention Alliance, and the SAFER3 
program is a world class education 
program for parents and children to learn 
about water safety. Please help us 
support their efforts in drowning 
prevention. 

So, we ask that you please sponsor 
us with a $5 (or more) donation per mile. 
Any donation will help, and your 
encouragement would be appreciated. 
If you can join us, please come and swim 
or cheer us on...if you would like to 
participate in your own local pool...swim a 
mile, and send a donation to the Swim for 
Life Foundation. Thanks everyone! 

Contact Mary Ann for information or 
to donate – 858- 603-2260. 



IPSSA REGION 7
B. K. TAYLOR MEMORIAL AWARD

Nomination Form

History: In 1995 IPSSA Region 7 initiated the Pool Technician of the Year Award.  This honor has been
awarded every year since to the Region 7 IPSSA member who best meets the criteria outlined below.
In 1997, the award was renamed the B. K. Taylor Memorial Award in honor of B. K. Taylor, a long
time outstanding member of the San Diego Chapter who passed away on May 19, 1997.

Award: The award consists of an inscribed plaque, complimentary dinner tickets and hotel
accommodations for the recipient and a guest to attend the next annual IPSSA, Inc. Installation
Dinner.  The award is presented at the Region 7 Table Top Show prior to the Installation Dinner.

Procedure: Each Region 7 chapter and/or member is eligible to nominate a member for this award.
Nominations should be received on this form by the incumbent Region 7 Director not later than
October of the year under consideration. The incumbent Region Board shall make the
election of that year's recipient at their October/November meeting.

Personal Information:
Nominees Name: ___________________________________Year joined IPSSA:______________

Chapter(s)________________________________________________________________________                  

Criteria: The member being nominated shall have contributed to the improvement of IPSSA and/or the pool
service industry by any or all of the following.  Describe nominee's significant contributions below.

1. Demonstrates professionalism (known to be an excellent technician, pursues course work to improve
skills, conducts business in an ethical and professional manner)

2. Contributes to IPSSA (willingly does sick route when called upon, serves as chapter, region
or other officer or chairman within the organization, etc.)

3. Assists other service industry members (helps chapter members or other pool service professionals
with chemical problems, difficult repairs: either through hands-on assistance or sharing information)

4. Contributes to his/her community (participates in church, charitable, or other community activities)

Additional comments to support this nomination may be added on additional pages, if needed.

Submitted by:____________________________________________Phone No.(_____)______________
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Director’s Notes 
ALERT                 
R7 September 23 meeting: Please 
note the change in time -- 6:30 p.m. 
This is necessary due to the length 
of the agenda. 

• There is an appeal from a mem-
ber of the San Diego Chapter to 
fines that were levied for 
sick route violations. 

• There will be nominations for and 
election of the Regional Director 
for 2010-2012. 

• There will be nominations for and 
election of The B.K. Taylor 
Memorial Award recipient. 
Nominations will only be 
accepted on the nomination forms 
handed out at the June Region 
meeting. If you have misplaced 
your form, please call/e-mail and 
I will see that you get a new one. 
It would be helpful if you could 
bring 14 copies of your com-
pleted form to expedite the 
process. 

• There will be a motion to rename 
the R7 picnic in honor of David 
Courey. 

Thanks for your cooperation in 
dealing with the earlier start time. 
If you have other items for the 
agenda, please advise. 

R7 Picnic: Congratulations to A.J. 
Wilson, the Picnic Committee, and 
volunteers for the fantastic job they 
did on resurrecting the R7 
Picnic. In my humble opinion it 
was the best ever.  

            Chuck Gough 
 

 

 
 

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m., SCP 
Conference Room (858-467-
9495), 5648 Copley Dr., San 
Diego.  

• Pool Industry Expo, Oct. 
1-3, Monterey Convention 
Center; Monterey, California, 

 www.poolindustryexpo.com. 

• B.O.R.D., Nov. 6-7, combined 
planning/B.O.R.D. meeting, 
Manhattan Beach Marriot.  

• Xtreme Education, 
Nov 10-11. Register at 
www.westernshow.com. 

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
Dec. 16 (a week early), 7:00 
p.m., SCP.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IPSSA, INC. REGION 7 
Board Officers 

Chuck Gough, Director  (760) 434-7623  
   cabhgough@sbcglobal.net 

Jordan Nelson, Treasurer (760) 753-4996 
   Jordan1111@gmail.com 

Peter Gozdeck, R7 Billing Agent      
Office (619) 229-1845 

Cell (619) 339-7622
 Peter@3StepBilling.com 

www.3StepBilling.com 

Dustin Moors, Secretary (760) 509-6482 
   DustinMoors@cox.net 

From: Paul Grimes  
To: aquawise@cox.net  
Sent: Sat., Aug. 08, 2009 12:42 pm 
Subject: Note from Mark Curran on 
David Courey 
 
August 8, 2009 

Fellow members and supporters, 

It is with tremendous sadness that I 
am informing you of the passing of 
David Courey. He succumbed to 
his year-plus battle with leukemia 
this morning at 2:00 a.m. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to his 
wife Julie, their children, their 
extended family, and their friends. 

As most of you know, David was a 
long time chapter supporter. He 
involved himself in our chapter so 
much that he was thought of as an 
actual member. He attended every 
general meeting. He presented 
seminars on a range of topics. He 
participated in many of our charita-
ble events (child safety and 
drowning prevention, MS walks, 
and the blood drives, to name a 
few). He organized the R7 picnic 
along with Julie Selby and stood 
behind the grill cooking all day.  

David had a passion for life that 
was genuine and contagious. You 
couldn't help but feel energized and 
inspired just by being in his pres-
ence. He lived his life by doing the 
right thing, whether anyone was 
looking or not. He was a man of 
integrity. He'll be deeply missed.
 
Mark T. Curran 
SD IPSSA President 
Editor’s Note: As of 9/9/09 the Guest 
Book for David Courey was at 
http://www.legacy.com/gb2/default.a
spx?bookID=5648013421160 





Homeowners take the plunge, bury their pools - Water, maintenance costs drive demolitions 

                                                                         
 

More and more county homeowners are filling in their backyard pools, work that costs between $5,000 and $12,000.  
The reasons: Pools can lose thousands of gallons of water a month through evaporation and cost $200 a month or more to maintain. 

Some owners just grow tired of them.  
The result: Probably a wash. Water savings likely will be offset by losses from new pools. The effect on property values is negligible.  
The clatter of a jackhammer and puffs of dust wafting from the bottom of Elliott Allen's empty pool signaled a noisy end to his backyard 

swimming pool.  
A demolition crew was busy using a small tractor to punch holes in the bottom in preparation for filling it with dirt.  
Allen is among a growing number of people across San Diego County who have decided to do away with their backyard pools, 

choosing to replace the Southern California icons with putting greens, patios, artificial turf or drought-tolerant plants, known as xeriscaping.  
 “It wasn't getting any use and had become the proverbial money pit to keep up,” said Allen, who estimated he was spending $200 a 

month for water, electricity and maintenance.  
So Allen turned to Bill Stults, owner of James Construction Cleanup Inc., to transform his swimming hole into a backyard landscaped 

with artificial turf, decorative rocks, cactus and a small bubbling fountain.  
For Stults, business is booming. He said he is filling about two pools a week, a number consistent with work being done by other 

contractors in the county.  
“I'm getting calls all of the time, sometimes three or four a day,” Stults said.  
He and the other contractors say clients offer a variety of reasons for replacing their pools, work that costs between $5,000-$12,000.  
Some cite the water crisis. Others say they can't afford the increasing maintenance costs, especially for older pools. Others say they 

have simply tired of the pool and want a yard.  
Although building departments do not keep statistics on the number of pool removals, many building officials countywide say they are 

seeing a slow and steady increase in the number being removed and expect the trend to continue. Demolition companies report as much 
as a 30 percent increase in pool removals since the first of the year.  

In the city of San Diego, building inspectors are monitoring the progress of 28 residential pool removals. That's an indicator that pool 
demolition has become a practical choice for people dealing with the water shortage and tough economic times, said Lynda Pfeifer, a 
spokeswoman for the Development Services Department.  

Nationwide, the Association of Pool and Spa Professionals has detected a moderate increase in the number of pools being covered, 
though new pool construction far outpaces pool removals, said Kirstin Pires, the association's director of communications.  

Pires said the biggest increase in pool removals noted by the association is in the regions where real estate prices have been hit 
hardest and the economy continues to struggle, places where “people can't take care of their pools anymore.”  

It was the water crisis that led Valley Center resident Mike Smith to get rid of the pool at the rental home he owns.  
By his calculations he was pouring nearly 2,000 gallons a week into the pool, precious water lost mostly to evaporation. Smith said it 

was tough to turn on the spigot during a Stage 2 water alert that demanded 8 percent conservation.  
“I decided the cheapest, less headache thing to do was to fill the pool,” he said.  
Smith hopes to save close to $75 a month on his water bill now that he's got a basketball half-court and children's play area where the 

pool used to be.  
William Rose, water conservation program executive for the San Diego County Water Authority, said evaporation alone sucks between 

10,000 and 15,000 gallons a year from an average-size pool, the same amount of water used in a month by an averaged-sized family.  
“That's a significant amount, and it doesn't account for the cannonball factor,” he said.  
In Escondido, most people seeking a permit to remove a pool are those who have recently bought a home in foreclosure and owned by 

a bank, said Joe Russo, assistant director of the city's building department.  
With foreclosure homes, Russo said, banks generally drain pools because they are too expensive to maintain. Then, when the new 

owners move in they decide not to refill the pool, he said.  
Real estate agents say an in-ground pool can make a home more attractive but isn't necessarily a selling point. Where some buyers 

see a cool place to spend hot days, others see nothing but liability and a drain on their bank accounts.  
“We've always considered them to be neutral,” San Diego Realtor Kris Berg said.  
Demolition permits are required in cities and unincorporated parts of the county, but some officials worry that pools are being filled in 

without meeting the safety standards imposed by the permits.  
The two most important requirements are removing the electrical connections for pool lights and breaking holes in the bottom to allow 

for drainage, said Clay Westling, a senior structural engineer for San Diego County. The sides and much of the bottom of the pools can be 
left in place, but if those two conditions are not met, a filled-in pool has the potential of becoming an electrically charged, swampy bog, 
Westling said.  

By David Hasemyer, Union-Tribune Staff 
Writer, 2:00 a.m. July 26, 2009 
 
Bill Stults of James Construction Cleanup 
Inc. (left) marked where drainage holes could 
be punched into a pool being demolished in 
La Mesa. “I'm getting calls all of the time, 
sometimes three or four a day,” Stults said. 
(Photos - John Gibbins / Union-Tribune)  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B. K. Taylor Nominations 
     We will select a Chapter winner at the September meeting to be eligible for the Region 7 B  K. Taylor Award.  Please 
complete a form if you would like to nominate a member for this award. 
     A Nomination form is in this Skimmer.  They will also be at the Sept Meeting and on www.ipssasandiego.com. 

 
POOL INDUSTRY EXPO 

Coming up on October 1st thru the 3rd is the Pool Industry Expo in beautiful Monterey CA.  This could be your end of 
summer chance to get your education points and have a vacation at the same time.  Take just 5 seminars while in 
Monterey and get all of the points needed (10pt.) for the current term.  The current term ends on Dec. 30t, 2009.  As usual, 
the chapter will will reimburse you for the complete cost of the seminars and also cover $200.00 of your expenses.  
REMEMBER - RECIEPTS ARE REQUIRED FOR BOTH THE SEMINARS AND THE EXPENSE!!!  Simply submit the 
required paper work within 30days and enjoy the benefits of being in the best chapter in all of IPSSA! 

 
From the County of San Diego 

Dear Pool Safety Partner:  
Recently an advocacy group (www.inmothersarms.com) sent a letter to some of our public pool operators regarding 
compliance with the Federal VGB Pool & Spa Safety Act. The letter references the County of San Diego (FHD) and 
mentions pool violations, closures, and/or fines. The Department of Environmental Health (DEH) Food & Housing Division 
(FHD) is not affiliated with this group and did not advocate nor endorse this letter. If you have any questions or concerns 
about this letter, please contact the sender of this letter directly. If you have any questions regarding the VGB Act, please 
contact us at (619) 338-2379 or FHDUTYEH@sdcounty.ca.gov  

 
Thanks to You All - San Diego Table Top Swimming Pool Memorabilia 

Thanks for making the San Diego Table Top the largest collection of memorabilia in the United States.  It’s because of so 
many like you giving us your old items, then we can show the new people to the industry how equipment has changed.  If 
any of these items are lost or sold for scrap, they are gone forever.    

Please don’t throw anything away.  Call me at 619-840-6048 – Peat Burke 
2010 is our 20th year for the Table Top Show and Seminars, with many special things happening.  You will be able 
to see all of our memorabilia; which is twice the size of last year.  Big thanks again, Peat Burke    
 

2010-2011 Directory Needs Advertisers 
The San Diego IPSSA chapter is preparing to publish its two year Directory this fall. Like before, it will have color 

photographs of all the members and all the chapter supporters. Inexpensive advertising space is available for all members 
and chapter supporters. The directory will be in the hands of members and supporters for two years. Please take 
advantage of this very economical opportunity to reach potential customers and help support the chapter. Contact Gary 
Roberts for more information at 619-920-4688. The deadline is fast approaching. 



On Wine:  A look at wines the aficionados are taking home 
By Robert Whitley, 2:00 a.m. July 8, 2009 
 

I am intimately involved with an annual charity wine tasting in my city, among other things orchestrating the sale of donated 
cases of wine.  

There are a number of wine aficionados who attend regularly and purchase a significant volume of wine, and I'm always curious 
to see what they're after. These are folks who appreciate fine wine and maintain superb cellars stocked with expensive collectibles.  

Although the annual sale includes its fair share of cellar-worthy wines, the theme this year seemed to be high-quality everyday 
wines for summer: inexpensive and easy drinking white, red and rosé wines that can satisfy even the most demanding palate.  

With that in mind, I've identified a number of cringe-free wines of this type in the $8 to $15 price range, perfect for summer 
entertaining.  
ROSÉ  
Don Ernesto 2008 Vin Gris Rosé, Napa Valley ($14) – Bright red-fruited aromas dominate, with a pleasingly long finish.  
Red Guitar 2007 Rosé Old Vine, Spain ($12) – From the Navarra region in northeast Spain that is highly regarded for its lovely rosé 

wines.  
WHITE  
Ancient Peaks 2007 Sauvignon Blanc, Paso Robles ($12) – A wonderful quaffer from one of the newbie wineries in the booming 

Paso Robles region of California's Central Coast.  
Bonterra 2007 Chardonnay, Mendocino County ($14) – Made from organic grapes, Bonterra's Chardonnay is made in a fresh, 

mouthwatering style without too much oak.  
Brancott 2008 Sauvignon Blanc, New Zealand ($12) – For those who love the crisp, pungent style of New Zealand's Marlborough 

region, the Brancott is a classic.  
Clayhouse 2008 Adobe White, Paso Robles ($14) – This budding powerhouse of a winery specializes in the Rhône grape varieties, 

and everything it produces has a touch of class that far exceeds the price on the bottle.  
Concannon 2008 Sauvignon Blanc, Central Coast ($10) – This is another easy-drinking quaffer of a sauvignon blanc from one of 

California's most consistent “value” wineries.  
Cycles Gladiator 2008 Chardonnay, Central Coast ($10) – Monterey County's Hahn Family Wines makes this delicious chard that 

can compete with wine at twice the price. Juicy and luscious, without a dominant oak influence. That means it's all about the fruit.  
Fetzer 2008 Valley Oaks Chardonnay ($8) – You can find this wine virtually everywhere in the United States, but despite the 

voluminous production numbers, quality is remarkably consistent.  
Husch 2008 Chenin Blanc, Mendocino ($11) – If you love bright, racy fruit this Chenin's for you.  
Jacob's Creek 2008 Chardonnay, Australia ($8) – I always wonder how these Aussie wineries get such nice quality in the bottle at 

such a reasonable price when you know the shipping costs from Australia have to be dicey these days.  
Little Black Dress 2007 Pinot Grigio, Italy ($13) – OK, it's a goofy name with a goofy looking bottle. Don't be deceived, the wine is 

first rate.  
Matua Valley 2008 Sauvignon Blanc, New Zealand ($13) – Might well be the greatest value in New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc.  
Montecillo 2008 Albariño “Verdamar,” Spain ($14) – From Spain's Rias Baixas district, this Albariño is made by the great Rioja 

house of Montecillo, and the quality shows.  
Tapena 2007 Verdejo, Spain ($10) – Although the great Verdejos of Spain are typically found in Rueda, there is a growing movement 

to plant this exceptional grape variety throughout Spain. This one's from the Tierra de Castilla in the La Mancha region of Central 
Spain and it's a winner at the price.  
LIGHT RED  
Angove's 2007 Shiraz-Viognier, Australia ($11) – This is a typical blend in France's Côte Rôtie, but Angove's version is lighter and 

much more accessible when young.  
Banfi 2006 Centine, Italy ($13) – It would be a stretch to call this a Super Tuscan because it's meant to be a light quaffing wine. 

Mission accomplished. So maybe we'll call it a baby super Tuscan.  
Dancing Bull 2007 Zinfandel, California ($10) – Zins are “light” in the sense that they're generally not over-oaked, and place an 

emphasis on purity of fruit. Dancing Bull is in fact a lighter style in zin, but with delicious flavors that work nicely with barbecued 
meats.  
Five Rivers 2007 Pinot Noir, California ($14) – Pinot noir is tricky, and good pinot at a low price is even more of a challenge, but 

Five Rivers is more than up to the test.  
Hayman & Hill 2007 Reserve Selection Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands ($15) – I wasn't overly impressed when this winery made 

its debut several years back, but it appears to have hit its stride and consistently delivers exceptional quality in this price range.  
Kenwood 2006 Zinfandel, Sonoma County ($14) – I've been doing this a long time and can honestly say I've never tasted a bad wine 

from Kenwood. This Sonoma winery makes a number of high-end, expensive wines, but also excels at this price point.  
Stoneleigh 2007 Pinot Noir, New Zealand ($15) – There's a lot more to New Zealand wine than sauvignon blanc, and this one comes 

in from the fashionable Marlborough district at an attractive price.  
Trinity Oaks 2007 Pinot Noir, California ($8) – This wine's made by the Trinchero family of Sutter Home fame and they manage to 

achieve a number of economies of scale due to the size of their operation. But they always have an eye on quality and there may not 
be a better $8 Pinot on the planet.  
Vaza 2004 Rioja Crianza, Spain ($15) – The modest price of Rioja continues to amaze me. This Crianza is a beauty and perfect for 

summer barbecues.  
Visit Robert Whitley on the Web at whitleyonwine.com; send e-mail to whitleyonwine@yahoo.com . 



CONTINUING EDUCATION FUND APPLICATION 
Member Name: ________________________________________Date______________ 

Company Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ Zip: ________________ 

Course/Seminar/Program: _________________________________________________  

Course/Seminar/Program Date: _________________________ Cost: $ _____________  
Note: The Education Committee Chairperson (ECC) must receive Application within 30 days of course 
Completion. Receipt or proof of attendance must be submitted to ECC before reimbursement will be made. 
Give/mail to Education Committee Chairs – Stephen Heyer 4434 34th St San Diego, CA 92116-3389        or 
                                                                               Brian Davis 8070 La Jolla Shores Dr. #421 La Jolla, CA 92037   

 
 

San Diego Chapter Financial Report – Aug 1-31, 2009         
 General Education Expense Description General Education 

Cash on Hand (Beg. Bal.) 11,995.43 16,057.95 Cash Disbursements   
CD & Savings  10,898.67 Bank charges           
Total 11,995.43 26,956.62 Continuing Education   554.50 
Combined total 38,952.05 SPEC 200.00  
Cash Receipts   Awards    
Dues collected by IPSSA 2,088.00  Door prizes Raffle  25.00  
Newsletter Advertisement   Newsletter   
Chapter Supporters   Legal/Professional Computer 

consulting 
100.00  

Member fines 500.00  Meeting expense:   
Interest earned  7.16 - General meeting   2,500.00  
Rebate Program    -  Western P&S Dinner   
CD Interest   - Chapter Board   538.30  
Water Chemistry book sales   - Regional Dues     
Other –H2O Watcher Tags   -  Water Watcher Program   
     Fines:  - 
                   

 
 

 Office expense:  
Phone  
Postage & Copies 
Mileage 

 
18.90 

 

 
 

New Member   - Product Testing   
Skimmer inserts   -    
Water Watcher tags   - Blood Drive Breakfast   
Directory advertising 800.00  Total Expenses in Month 3,382.20 554.50 
Transfer from savings for Educ.   Cash on Hand  (End Balance) 12,188.73 15,336.63 
Total Income in Month 3,388.00 7.16 CD & Savings  10,905.15 
   Total 12,188.73 26,241.78 
   Combined Total 38,410.51 

     
Monthly drawing 

$50 Shell Gas Card 
Bring your Skimmer  

to the September 2009 General Meeting 
Must place your coupon in the drawing. 

Must be present to win! 
 

 
 
 

Monthly drawing 
50 pound bucket of 3 inch Jumbo Tabs 

Bring your Skimmer  
to the September 2009 General Meeting 
Must place your coupon in the drawing. 

Must be present to win! 
 

San Diego
Superior Pool Products 

4737 Old Cliffs Rd 
619-283-2066 

SCP San Diego 
5648 Copley Dr 
858-467-9495



BLUE CARD - SAN DIEGO IPSSA   (Fill form completely)      Date: _____________ 
Name: ____________________________ Spouse:_______________ H.Phone:(         ) _______________ 
H. Address: _______________________________ City: _____________________ Zip:  _____________   
Company Name:  __________________________________ E-Mail: _____________________________ 
B. Address: _______________________________ City: _____________________ Zip:  _____________   
B.Phone:(         )________________ Pager:(         )________________Cellular:(         )_______________ 
CIRCLE ZIP CODES THAT YOU SERVICE (Mail cards to Chapter PO Box or give to Paul Grimes)

NORTH CITY 
92007 - Cardiff 
92014 - Del Mar 
92024 - Encinitas 
92064 - Poway 
92067 - Rancho S Fe  
92075 - Solana Beach 
92091 - Morgan Run 
92121 - Sorrento Valey 
92126 - Mira Mesa  
92127 - Rancho Berndo 
92128 - Rancho Berndo    
92129 - Penasquitos 
92130 - Carmel Valley 
92131 - Scripps Ranch 

METRO NORTH 
92037 - La Jolla 
92108 - Mission Valley 
92109 - Pacific Beach 
92111 - Clairemont 
92117 - Clairemont 
92119 - San Carlos 
92120 - Grantville 
92122 - Univ. City 
92123 - Mission Village 
92124 - Tierrasanta 

 
 
 
 

METRO SOUTH 
92101 - Downtown 
92102 - Golden Hill 
92103 - Hilcrst/MsnHl 
92104 - North Park 
92105 - City Heights 
92106 - Pt. Loma 
92107 - Ocean Bch/PL  
92110 – Midway/O.T. 
92113 - Logan Heights  
92114 - Encanto 
92115 - Rolando 
92116 - Normal Hghts 
92139 – Paradise Hills 

 

SOUTH BAY 
91902 - Bonita 
91910 - Chula Vista 
91911 - Chula Vista  
91913 - Chula Vista 
91914 - Eastlake 
91915 - Eastlake 
91932 - Imperial Bch 
91950 - National City 
92118 - Coronado 
92154 - Otay Mesa 
92173 - San Ysidro 

 
 
 

EASTCOUNTY 
91901 - Alpine 
91935 - Jamul 
91941 - La Mesa 
91942 - La Mesa 
91945 - Lemon Grove 
91977 - Spring Valley 
91978 - Rancho SD 
92019 - El Cajon 
92020 - El Cajon 
92021 - El Cajon 
92040 - Lakeside 
92071 - Santee 

 

I, the undersigned, waive any and all claims against IPSSA, Inc, IPSSA Management Company, IPSSA Chapters and/or 
its individual members, arising out of my participation in the IPSSA Sick Leave Program, including, but not limited to 
claims for lost income resulting from improper maintenance performed by IPSSSA members. I have read and understand 
the standing rules for the Sick Leave Program and agree to participate in that program.   
SIGNATURE REQUIRED ________________________________ DATE__________ 
 

 
San Diego Chapter 
Independent Pool & Spa 
Service Association 
PO BOX 70192 
San Diego CA 92167-1192 
www. ipssasandiego.com/members  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Next General Meeting  
Sept. 16, 2009 – 7 p.m. 
Mission Valley Resort 
875 Hotel Circle South  
Mission Valley, south of I-8 
1/4 mile west of SR 163 
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Sept. 16 meeting 7pm  
 

Speakers: 
John Rodriguez –Hayward 
Kevin Wallace - 

 Underwater Unlimited 
Lori Brumagen -BIODEX 

              DO NOT list me for referrals on 
               www. poolservicepros.com  poolservicepros.com listings are by your Zip codes.  




